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INTRODUCTION 

 
Brazil and Norway are countries with unique histories. Trade relations 

between Brazilians and Norwegians were first established in 1842, twenty 

years after the independence of Brazil when the first export of cod was 

sent from the port of Ålesund to Rio de Janeiro. Since then, the countries 

have been notably nourishing their ties due to the increase in commercial 

transactions, the strengthening of diplomatic relations through the 

signing of agreements, technological and energy cooperation programs, 

and the increase in Norwegian investments in Brazil, for example.  

The deepening of political-diplomatic-economic dialogue has 

benefited both nations. The relationship between Brazil and Norway 

generates interesting results and benefits when compared to the 

relationships that the former establishes with other developed countries. 

At the same time, the Norwegian government initiative has historically 

recognized the notoriety of conferring a diverse and strategic agenda in 

the relationship with Brazil.  

 
Therefore, this work seeks to emphasize the importance of the 

relationship built over the last 200 years between the two countries to 

recognize their relevance in the international environment and the mutual 

benefits of establishing and strengthening bilateral ties. Therefore, the 

report goes through diplomatic, economic, military, political, and social 

points established since 1842 that should be highlighted and that 

illustrates the indispensability of strengthening relations between these 

nations when considering their foreign policy and mutual benefits in the 

long term.  
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CHRONOLOGY OF 
BRAZIL-NORWAY 
HISTORICAL 
RELATIONSHIP 
 

1822 – INDEPENDENCE OF BRAZIL 

 

1828 – LETTER OF FULL POWER GRANTED TO BRAZILIAN 

REPRESENTATIVES IN SWEDEN AND NORWAY 

 

1842 – NORWAY'S FIRST OFFICIAL COD EXPORT TO BRAZIL 
Although the consumption of cod has a tradition among Danish, 

Norwegian, and Swedish Viking peoples, its consumption in Brazil was 

introduced by the Portuguese, spreading the ingestion of this invertebrate 

in the country at the beginning of the 19th century (BALANÇO…, 2018). 

From 1840, cod production in Norway expanded, both to European 

and overseas markets. The Caribbean and South America then became new 

markets for Norwegian cod, with Cuba and Brazil being the main consumers 

of the fish. The year 1842 was marked by the arrival of the vessel 

Nordstjernen (Northern Star) in Rio de Janeiro, directly from the port of 

Ålesund, disembarking the first official export of cod from Norway to Brazil 

and returning with shipments of sugar and Brazilian coffee (LOUZADA, 
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2021). By this time, cod was often seen as a “finer” food than the meat that 

was widely consumed in the country due to the numerous Brazilian cattle 

ranches (LØSETH, 2019). 

After this first official commercial exchange, the two countries 

started to trade these products, with Brazil today being one of the biggest 

consumers of Norwegian cod, as well as Norway one of the biggest buyers 

of Brazilian coffee in the world. In the first decades of export, the 

Norwegian company Lorentz A. Lossius sold an average of 41,000 tons of 

cod per year, with 19,400 tons shipped to Brazil (VÅR..., [s.d.]). 

 

Figure 1 Illustration of cod drying on the rocks1 

 

1851 – ARRIVAL OF SCHOONER SOPHIE IN RIO DE JANEIRO 
On 1st February 1851, the schooner “Sophie” arrived in Rio de Janeiro 

with the first contingent of Norwegian immigrants, 74 of whom were later 

offered to settle in Joinville, Santa Catarina (LUND, 2017). 

 

 
 
1 Available at: https://www.norgeshistorie.no/bygging-av-stat-og-nasjon/1438-
fiskeeksporten-p%C3%A5-1800-tallet.html. Access on: 18 jan. 2022. 
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1851 – FOUNDATION OF THE CITY OF JOINVILLE, SANTA 

CATARINA 
On May 1, 1843, Princess Francisca Carolina, daughter of D. Pedro I, 

married Prince François Ferdinand, from Joinville, a city located in the 

department of Haute-Marne, in northeastern France. As a wedding dowry, 

the Highness received the demarcation of 25 leagues from the lands to the 

south of Brazil, initially called Colonia Dona Francisca (HISTÓRIAS…, 2010) 

Five years later, in 1848, the King of France Luis Felipe was dethroned, 

and his son François Ferdinand moved to England. As a solution to his 

financial difficulties, 8 of the 25 leagues of the Colonia Dona Francisca 

were sold to German Senator Christian Mathias Schroeder, then owner of 

the Hamburg Colonizing Society. 

The city of Joinville, Santa Catarina, was founded on March 9, 1851, 

on the initiative of Schroeder, when he decided to populate Brazilian lands 

with German, Norwegian, and Swiss immigrants. These people arrived in 

Brazil aboard the Barca Colon, a Norwegian ship built in 1850 in Kragerø, 

Norway, which departed from Hamburg, Germany, on October 10, 1850, 

(GUIMARÃES, 2011). 

Thus, the Norwegians were present in the first contingent of 

immigrants and inhabitants of the city. On March 28, 1851, 61 of 74 

Norwegians, mostly men, and farmers, moved from the city of Rio de 

Janeiro aboard Barca Colon and decided to stay in Joinville as settlers, 

while the other 13 people went back to Rio de Janeiro aboard the 

Norwegian ship. 

The Norwegian immigrants were the following (FICKER, [s.d.]): 

AALBORG, Andreas: 31 years old, farmer; left in 1852 

AARGURD, Johann Olans Jordensen: 29 years old, farmer; left in 1852 

AUNE, Peter Pedersen: 27 years old, farmer  

BERG, Johan Arens: 42 years old, farmer; left on June 26, 1851  

BREDBERG, Johan David: 27 years old, boilermaker; left on May 31, 1851 
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BREKKAU, Nils Christopher: 38 years old, farmer; left on March 26, 1852 

BUCK, Lars: 30 years old, farmer; left on May 31, 1851  

BYE, Johannes: 26 years old, farmer; left in 1852  

EIDE, Johannes Iversen: 26 years old, farmer; left in 1852 

FALK, Johann Christian: 27 years old, farmer; left on June 30, 1851  

FLOTTEN, Lauretz: 28 years old, farmer, † February 10, 1852  

FORSETH, Ambroseus: 30 years old, farmer; left on March 26, 1852  

GIPLING, Peter Larsen: 23 years old, sailor; left on June 30, 1851  

GLAD, Jens Christian: 26 years old, farmer; left on May 31, 1851  

GÖRRESEN, F.: 26 years old, trader; established a tin production plant in São 

Francisco do Sul; his son Marcus became a recognized politician; today, the 

descendant Hilton Gørressen is editor of the local newspaper “Noticias do 

Dia” (LUND, 2017). 

HALLAND, Johannes Nilsen: 23 years old, farmer  

HANSEN, Simon: 19 years old, sailor, † in April 1851  

HANSEN, Hans Peter: 31 years old, baker  

IVERSEN, Iver: 25 years old, farmer; left on May 31,1851  

JEMT, Ole Olsen: 27 years old, farmer  

KETTELSEN, Olens: 26 years old, bricklayer; left in 1852  

KJELSTRUP, Lars G.: 40 years old, carpenter; left in 1852  

KJESBAE, Knudt Olsen: 45 years old, carpenter; left on August 6, 1852  

KLEVEN, Livert Thoresen: 26 years old, farmer; left in 1852 

KRAABÖL, Cornelius: 35 years old, joiner, † October 6, 1883  

KROGEN, Ernest Lorentzen: 23 years old, farmer; left in 1852  

LANGEMOE, Lars Larsen: 27 years old, farmer; left on June 30, 1851 

LIAN, Nicolai Olsen: 26 years old, farmer; left on June 26, 1852  

LIAN, Nils Torsteinsen: 26 years old, farmer; left on June 26, 1851  

LIE, Iver: 29 years old, farmer; left on June 30, 1851  

LUTTERSEN, Hans Petter: 32 years old, blacksmith, † April 2, 1851  



 
 

                    Historic Landmarks of the Brazil-Norway Relationship  

8 
 

LYNG, Rudolf: 22 years old, worker, established a tile factory in Joinville; † 

October 11, 1851 (LUND, 2017) 

MAHOLDT, Holger: 30 years old, farmer, left on June 26, 1851  

MALUM, Jens: 24 years old, farmer; left in 1852  

MELE, John Olsen: 25 years old, farmer; left on June 26, 1851  

MÖLLER, Dr. W. A. W.: 24 years old, doctor; left on March 26, 1852 

MUNKERÖSTAD, Johannes Jörgensen: 23 years old, farmer; left in 1852  

NERLAND, Johan Peter Hansen: 19 years old, trader; left on March 26, 1852  

NORDBYE, Martin: 21 years old, farmer, † May 22, 1851  

OLSEN, Gjerth: 31 years old, mechanic  

PETTERSEN, Peter Gustav: 35 years old, farmer; established the first bakery 

in Joinville; † in Joinville (LUND, 2017) 

POULSEN, Martin: 34 years old, roof builder; left on January 6, 1852  

RANUM, Anders: 32 years old, baker; left in 1852  

RÖVELD, ou RÖVOLD, Andreas Pedersen: 36 years old, farmer; left in 1852  

RUSKE, Johannes Hansen: 25 years old, sailor; left on May 31, 1851  

RYNING, C. A.: 28 years old, forger; left on June 30, 1851  

SCHEEM, Johannes: 28 years old, farmer; left in 1852  

SETHER, Ole: 23 years old, farmer; left in June 30, 1851  

SIMONSEN, John: 25 years old, farmer; was transferred to the hospital in Rio 

de Janeiro on October 15, 1852 

SLIPER, Jörgen: 38 years old, tailor  

SOMMERSCHILD, Hieronimus: 24 years old, farmer, † September 5, 1851  

SORTHE, Hansen: 32 years old, farmer; left on August 6, 1852 

STEEMSEM, Lars: 33 years old, tailor, † April 30, 1851  

STENE, Anders Andersen: 26 years old, farmer; left in 1852  

STÖEN, Nils Engelbrechtsen: 25 years old, farmer; left in 1852  

STÖRSETH, Andreas Andersen: 45 years old, farmer; left on June 30, 1851  

TALEMOE, Christopher Larsen: 23 years old, farmer, † 
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TETTLIE, Peter: 22 years old, farmer, left on June 26, 1851; went back to 

Colônia in 1852  

UDTBYE, Peder Olsen: 28 years old, farmer; left in 1852  

ULRIKSEN, Ulrik: 23 years old, dealer; together with other landowners they 

owned the area now known as Rua João Colin and Rua Max Colin, in Joinville 

(LUND, 2017) 

WETTEN, Poul: 29 years old, shoemaker; went to Desterro 

 
Figure 2 Pictures of the city of Joinville, SC – Brazil (1949-1983), including a monument 

(left) built in honor of the first immigrants who arrived in the city2 

 

1866 – FOUNDATION OF JOH. JOHANNSON KAFFE AS 

COMPANY IN NORWAY 
Joh. Johannson Kaffe AS’ production in Norway started in 1866 as 

one of the largest coffee distilleries in the country. Its production was 

 
 
2 Available at: https://cidades.ibge.gov.br/brasil/sc/joinville/historico. Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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historically possible thanks to imports of quality coffee beans from Africa, 

Asia, and South America. 

In the South American continent, Brazil, along with Colombia, are the 

largest coffee exporters in the world. Today, the company's average daily 

production is around 40,000 kg of roasted coffee beans and 

approximately 160,000 bags of coffee, contributing with 1/3 of all coffee 

consumed in Norway with beans also imported from Brazil (OM..., [s.d.]). 

 

1873 – CONSTRUCTION OF THE GØRRISSEN FAMILY HOUSE 

IN BRAZIL 
Faber Marcus Johnson Gørrissen (1826-1878) arrived in Santa 

Catarina on March 9, 1851, in the contingent of European immigrants who 

colonized the region. However, the Norwegian decided to settle in the port 

city of São Francisco do Sul, instead of Joinville. The businessman opened 

a canning factory where he canned shrimp and hearts of palm, and dried 

rice. Its production expanded, producing between 2,000 and 3,000 cans of 

canned food and between 20 and 25 bags of rice a day. 

In 1873, Faber Marcus Gørrissen built a mansion called the Villa of the 

Görresen Family since, in Brazil, its name was changed. The businessman 

had a son, Marcus, who became a committed businessman and politician, 

having one of the main streets of São Francisco do Sul named in his honor: 

Marcos Görresen Street (LØKKEN, [s.d]). Today, Hilton Görresen, the great-

grandson of Faber Marcus Gørrissen, is a writer and publishes his chronicles 

in the newspaper “Notícias do Dia” in Joinville. In addition to occupying 

Chair 9 of the Joinvillense Academy of Letters, he is a member of the 

Association of Letters and the Academy of Letters and Arts of São 

Francisco do Sul (HILTON…, 2018). 
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Figure 3 From left to right, Faber Marcus Johnson Gørrissen (1826-1878), Marcos Görrisen, 

and Hilton Görrisen. Below, Villa of the Görrisen family, São Francisco do Sul, Santa 
Catarina3 4 

 

1890 - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CONSULATE GENERAL OF 

BRAZIL IN SWEDEN AND NORWAY 
On January 14, 1890, the Consulate General of the United States of 

Brazil was created in Sweden and Norway. Under the approval of the then-

Brazilian Head of the Provisional Government, Marechal Manoel Deodoro da 

Fonseca, the first Consul General of Brazil in this country was to reside in 

the city of Stockholm (BRASIL, 1890). 

 

 
 
3 LØKKEN, [s.d] 
4 Available at: https://academiajoinvilense.com.br/hilton-gorresen/. Access on: 19 jan. 2022. 
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1891 – CAPTAIN HANS LUDVIG LORENTZEN FROM NORWAY 

TO BRAZIL 
In 1891 Captain Hans Ludvig Lorentzen (1840-1905) sailed with S/S 

“Norte” from Norway to Brazil, with wife and three children:  Øivind, Ludvig 

and Aasta. They settled in Pelotas, Rio Grande do Sul.  From there he 

started a shipping trade, transporting freight, post, and passengers along 

the coast to Santos and Rio de Janeiro. In 1896 his new ship, “Rio”, 

constructed at Bergens Mekaniske Verksted, joined “Norte” in this trade. In 

1897 “Rio” was chartered for a long period for the transport of cattle, 

horses, sheep, pigs, chicken, and passengers, between Belém, Pará, and 

Camocim, Ceará.  It was later expanded to direct lines from Recife to 

Manaus. This was the start of a trade that lasted for 17 years and included 

the ships “Ipú”, “Sobral”, “Camocim” and “Cratheus”, all built in Norway.  

In 1903 the shipping company changed from H.L. Lorentzen to H.L. 

Lorentzen & Filhos, and in 1908, after the death of Hans Ludvig Lorentzen, 

in 1905, the name changed to Empresa de Navegação L. Lorentzen.  As a 

result of the Brazilian Cabotage Law (“Lei de cabotagem”), both Hans 

Ludvig Lorentzen and his son Øivind took Brazilian nationality. In 1935 Øivind 

Lorentzen established the Northern Pan-America Line A/S (NOPAL) in Oslo, 

a liner service from US Gulf to ports in Brazil, Uruguay, and Argentina, which 

lasted for 40 years. 

 

1892 – TRANSFORMATION OF THE CONSULATE GENERAL IN 

SWEDEN AND NORWAY INTO A CONSULATE (DECREE N. 751, 

OF MARCH 3rd) 
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1892 – ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PAINTER ALFRED 

ANDERSEN IN PARANAGUÁ, PARANÁ 
Alfred Emil Andersen (1860-1935), considered the “father of Paraná 

painting”, was born on November 3, 1860, in Norway. Between the years 

1880 and 1890, he worked professionally as an artist in Norway and 

Denmark, exhibiting his works in the capitals Oslo and Copenhagen. His 

work was fundamental for highlighting essential elements of the 

Norwegian national identity at a time of Swedish and Danish dominance 

(BIOGRAFIA…, [s.d.]) 

In 1892, the artist disembarked in Paraná, taking up residence on the 

coast of the state, in the city of Paranaguá, in his first ten years in Brazil. 

There, he disseminated his art by contributing significantly to the portraits 

and scenic decorations that he produced. At the age of 42, he moved to 

Curitiba, establishing a studio in the capital of Paraná and working in 

educational institutions such as Escola Alemã (German School), Colégio 

Paranaense (Paranaense College), and Escola de Belas Artes e Indústrias 

(School of Fine Arts and Industry) (CORRÊA, 2011). 

In addition to recognizing his relevance in the artistic, cultural, and 

educational spheres, the painter also established relations with the 

Government by executing the first coat of arms project for the State of 

Paraná. In honor of his production, Andersen received the title of Honorary 

Citizen of Curitiba in 1931, granted by the city's City Council.  

His work is admittedly essential in artistic and landscape terms, 

mainly for portraying the State of Paraná with a pioneering spirit and 

contributing to the creation of its identity. The house where he died in 

Curitiba in 1935 is now the Museu Casa Alfredo Andersen.  
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Figure 4 Alfred Emil Andersen (1860-1935)5 

 

1893 – MARRIAGE BETWEEN COMPOSER ALBERTO 

NEPOMUCENO (1864-1920) AND PIANIST WALBORG BANG 

(1864-1946) 
The Brazilian composer Alberto Nepomuceno (1864-1920) married 

the Norwegian pianist Walborg Bang (1864-1946). This promoted the 

professional meeting between Nepomuceno and Edvard Grieg (1843-1907), 

one of the most famous Norwegian composers who provided a significant 

influence on the Brazilian's work. The historical link between Norway and 

Brazil was also due to their meeting and musical production, since Grieg's 

compositions evoked Norwegian national identities, influencing 

Nepomuceno's aesthetic-cultural production in the composition of 

Brazilian classical music (SARAU…, 2016). 

 
 
5 Available at: https://www.wikiart.org/pt/alfredo-andersen. Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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Despite the geographic distances between Brazil and Norway, 

Nepomuceno had close contact with the cultural aspirations of a 

movement of national awareness and appreciation that permeated the 

history of Norway in the 19th century. Therefore, the intention to create a 

musical identity with national characteristics in Brazil was influenced by 

the Norwegian national context. 

 
Figure 5 Alberto Nepomuceno (1864-1920) (left) e Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) (right)6 7 

 

1897 – INAUGURATION OF THE CHURCH OF SAILORS OF 

NORWAY (SANTOS, SP) 
The Church of Sailors of Norway was first founded in Brazil in 1897 as 

a common point between the cities of Rio de Janeiro and Santos. However, 

the functioning of the institution was short. Sailor priest Ole Bornemann 

Bull died of yellow fever and was succeeded by a cleric who also fell ill in 

1900, again interrupting the work of the Church (SJØMANNSKIRKEN…, [s.d.]). 

 

 
 
6 Available at: https://musicabrasilis.org.br/compositores/alberto-nepomuceno. Access on: 28 
dec. 2021. 
 
7 Available at: https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0006113/. Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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1905 – ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE 

KINGDOM OF NORWAY 
In 1905, José Maria da Silva Paranhos Júnior (Barão do Rio Branco) led 

Brazilian diplomacy and spearheaded the recognition of the independence 

of the Kingdom of Norway from Sweden, making Brazil one of the first 

countries to consent to its emancipation, accompanied by Russia, Belgium, 

United States, Italy, United Kingdom and Switzerland. Soon, Brazil became 

the first South American country to establish official diplomatic relations 

with Norway (CRONOLOGIA…, 2019). 

 

1906 – ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BRAZILIAN CONSULATE IN 

THE KINGDOM OF NORWAY (DECREE N. 6177, OF OCTOBER 

16) 
The Consulate was created in the city of Kristiania, formerly name 

given to the capital of Norway, now known as Oslo (BRASIL, 1906). 

 

1909 – ESTABLISHMENT OF A BRAZILIAN DIPLOMATIC 

REPRESENTATION IN NORWAY AND DENMARK (DECREE N. 

2188, OF DECEMBER 22) 
Due to the diplomatic importance given to the countries, an 

agreement was signed by President Nilo Peçanha and the Barão do Rio 

Branco for the creation of a “Legação”, that is, a diplomatic mission in a 

country where an Embassy did not yet exist. Thus, the posts in Norway and 

Denmark would be headed by an extraordinary envoy and the Minister 

Plenipotentiary (GUIMARÃES, 2011). 
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1914 – FIRST NORWEGIAN DIESEL VESSEL ON A TRIP TO 

BRAZIL 
One of the first trips made by Norway's first diesel vessel was toward 

Brazil. This vessel was acquired by the company A/S Brasil (Lorentzen & Co.) 

and left Oslo, Norway, in 1914 with full cargo to Brazil (BAKKA, 2001). 

 
Figure 6 First Norwegian diesel ship8 

 

1917 – SEPARATION OF REPRESENTATIONS IN NORWAY AND 

IN DENMARK (DECREE N. 12,584 OF JULY 10) 
The Norwegian and Danish Representations were separated, with the 

post in Norway being headed by the Resident Minister (M.R.) (GUIMARÃES, 

2011). 

 

 

 

 
 
8 Available at: 
https://skipshistorie.net/Oslo/OSL359OLorentzen/Tekster/OSL35919140200000%20BRAZIL.ht
m. Access on: 09 Jan. 2022. 
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1925 – IVARANS REDERI ESTABLISHED LINEA SUD AMERICA 
The company Ivarans Rederi, in collaboration with Garcia and Diaz, 

established Linea Sud America in 1925 for regular maritime transport 

between Europe, the United States, Brazil, and other countries in South 

America. The partnership between the companies was dissolved in 1938 

and Ivarans Rederi started to operate its lines to South America (KOLLTVEIT, 

1995). 

In its independent phase, the main vessel used by the company was 

the M/S Primero on routes between Europe, the East Coast of the United 

States, the Gulf of the United States, Japan, Brazil, and other countries in 

South America. In its history, Ivarans Rederi has built up a fleet of 13 to 20 

of its ships, having established offices in Brazil in the cities of Rio de 

Janeiro, São Paulo, and Santos. In 1998, the company was sold to CP Ships. 

 

1940 – CREATION OF THE SOCIETY FRIENDS OF ALFREDO 

ANDERSEN 
On November 3, 1940, the Society Friends of Alfredo Andersen was 

created in Curitiba, intended to worship the memory, production, and 

legacy left by the painter in the State of Paraná. Therefore, the institute is 

committed to the conservation and recovery of the artist's works, studies, 

and partnerships with other entities, for example (SOBRE..., [s.d.]). 

 

1946 – SAS AIRLINES' FIRST FLIGHT TO BRAZIL 
The fortnightly operations of SAS (Scandinavian Airlines System) in 

South America began on November 30, 1946, connecting the cities of 

Stockholm to Copenhagen, Geneva, Lisbon, Dakar, Natal, Rio de Janeiro, and 

Montevideo. After years of flights to the South American continent, SAS 

stopped operating in Brazil in December 1991, motivated by the low 

occupancy of its flights due to the global recession (BARROS, 2020). 
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1947 – SIGNATURE OF THE AGREEMENT ON AIR TRANSPORT 

BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF BRAZIL AND NORWAY 
On November 14, 1947, Minister Raul Fernandes signed the Agreement 

between the Government of the United States of Brazil and Norway on Air 

Transport. This time, the countries mutually granted the right of their 

companies to explore air services on the agreed routes, boosting their 

international traffic flow (BRASIL, 1948). 

The agreement was justified by the advantages obtained with the 

importance and relevance of international commercial aviation for the 

relations between the countries, allowing fast connections between Brazil 

and Norway, strengthening their economic ties, and establishing 

international cooperation in the field of air transport. 

 

1953 – ESTABLISHMENT OF PRINCESS RAGNHILD IN BRAZIL 
Princess Ragnhild (1930-2012), daughter of King Olav V, settled with 

her husband Erling Lorentzen (1923-2021) in Brazil in 1953, taking up 

residence in the city of Rio de Janeiro.  

Her presence reinforced trade relations between Brazil and Norway, 

as Lorentzen founded Companhia de Navegação Norsul (Norsul Shipping 

Company) in Brazil, which became one of the largest private companies in 

the sailing sector. Later, in 1972, Aracruz Celulose was also founded, in 

Espírito Santo (ES), whose production of bleached eucalyptus pulp 

became one of the most relevant in the world. It became the first Brazilian 

company to be listed on the New York Stock Exchange. In Espírito Santo, 

the businessman also founded the BioAtlântica Institute (IBIO), whose 

primary objective was the recovery of the Atlantic Forest in the states of 

Bahia and Minas Gerais (GUIMARÃES, 2011). 

In addition, in the late 1980s, Lorentzen also founded the Ecoparque 

Fjordland (ES) which is today known as a “piece of Norway in Brazil” and 
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breeds Norwegian Fjord Horse (NFH), contributing to the development of 

tourism in the region of Pedra Azul, in Domingos Martins (“Fjordland: um 

pedacinho da Noruega encravado no Brasil”, [s.d.]). 

Princess Ragnhild died in 2012, aged 82, in the city of Rio de Janeiro, 

and Erling Lorentzen died in 2021, aged 98, in Oslo. Both left a remarkable 

legacy in economic and environmental terms in Brazil. 

 
Figure 7 Princess Ragnhild and Erling Lorentzen (1953)9 

 

1955 – INAUGURATION OF THE TEMPORARY CHURCH OF 

THE NORWEGIAN SAILORS  
In 1955, the navigator priest Arne Stensager began the construction 

of a temporary Church of Sailors of Norway in a private village, at the 

entrance to the city of Santos, Brazil. The facilities, although small, served 

as a living room, church, and reading room, in addition to being an event 

venue for the celebrations of May 17 (Norway's National Day) 

(SJØMANNSKIRKEN…, [s.d.]). 

 
 
9 Available at: https://no.shotoe.com/erling-lorentzen-st_266616/news/erling-lorentzen-er-
dd-vg-sn_2661239/. Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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1961 – PURCHASE OF LAND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 

NEW CHURCH OF SAILORS OF NORWAY 
In replacement of the temporary Church built in 1955, the land was 

acquired for the construction of a new Church in 1961. As it is one of the 

largest ports in South America, Santos was a place of great commercial 

exchange and received several Norwegian and Danish ships. Therefore, the 

Church of Sailors of Santos became an alternative for meeting between 

travelers. In 2003, the Church ended its operation in Santos. Thus, the 

Church of the Sailors of Norway was no longer present in South America 

(SJØMANNSKIRKEN…, [s.d.]). 

 

1967 – FIRST OFFICIAL VISIT BY KING OLAV V TO BRAZIL 
The first official visit of a Norwegian representative to Brazil was 

carried out in September 1967 by King Olav V (1903-1991), marking for the 

first time the presence of a Norwegian head of state in Latin America. His 

Majesty visited three Brazilian cities, Rio de Janeiro, Brasília, and São Paulo. 

On September 7, he was also invited to attend the Independence of Brazil’s 

parade in Rio de Janeiro, reinforcing the relationship between the 

countries and the political relevance of the presence of Norwegian Royalty 

in Brazil (GUIMARÃES, 2011). 

At the same time, a Norwegian private trade mission was in Brazil to 

encourage exchanges and relations between the business classes of both 

countries, representing their strengthening of ties. The economic 

component was led by Industry Minister Sverre Rostoft, who visited São 

Paulo, accompanied by a significant delegation of businessmen led by 

Erling Lorentzen, Princess Ragnhild's husband. This provided valuable 

opportunities for establishing solid trade between countries and 

Norwegian investment in Brazil (RELATÓRIO…, 1967). 
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As shown in Figure 5, this visit was quite remarkable and meaningful 

as a commemorative stamp was produced in honor of His Majesty's 

presence in Brazil. 

 
Figure 8 Stamp in honor of King Olav V's visit to Brazil10 

 

1974 – ESTABLISHMENT OF DNV IN BRAZIL 
Det Norske Veritas (DNV) was founded as a membership organization 

in Oslo, Norway in 1864, as an institution to establish a set of rules and 

procedures to assess the risks of individual ships carrying cargo from one 

destination to another (NOSSA..., [s.d.]). 

In Brazil, the company began its work in 1974 as a classification 

society for the maritime industry. Going forward, DNV has established itself 

as an independent expert in assurance and risk management. The 

company's commitment has always aimed to empower the energy, oil, gas, 

 
 
10 Available at: https://www.shoppingdocolecionador.com.br/produtos/comemorativo-brazil-1967-visita-
do-rei-olavo-v-da-noruega/. Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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and maritime industries with software, independent consulting, 

classification, certification, and verification services.  

Today, the company has six offices in Brazil, in the cities of Belo 

Horizonte, Minas Gerais, Fortaleza, Ceará, Rio de Janeiro (Head office in 

Brazil), São Paulo, capital, and two in the state of Rio Grande do Sul (Caxias 

do Sul and Porto Alegre). 

DNV was, together with other five Norwegian companies, one of the 

founders of the NGO Dream Learn Work, which is part of its Corporate Social 

Responsibility Initiative. Today, DNV invests in the NGO with a combination 

of financial support and employee contribution. 

 

1977 – ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMPANY NORSK HYDRO 

IN BRAZIL 
Norsk Hydro is a leading industrial company that builds partnerships 

and businesses for a more sustainable future. Hydro operates in Brazil as 

an integrated aluminum and energy company and established itself in the 

country in 1977. Since 2011, Hydro acquired the aluminum assets of mining 

company Vale in the state of Pará strengthening the company's strategic 

position in the region and globally. Brazil is Hydro's main source of the 

important raw material bauxite and is the country where the company has 

the most employees. Currently, Norsk Hydro operates throughout the 

aluminum value chain in Brazil, from bauxite mining to finished extruded 

products and solutions, as well as energy, and has a total of 7 

operational units located in the states of Pará, São Paulo, and Santa 

Catarina. The company extracts raw materials in Paragominas and 

Trombetas and refines the bauxite to alumina (aluminium oxide) at 

Alunorte - the world's largest alumina refinery outside China - located in 

Barcarena, where the company also produces aluminium metal at the 

Albras plant, which Hydro is the main shareholder with 51% of the shares in 

a joint venture with NAAC - Nippon Amazon Aluminum Co. Ltd. The aluminum 
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extrusion plants are in the cities of Itu, Utinga (SP) and Tubarão (SC). The 

company also has commercial offices from Hydro Rein, Hydro Energia, and 

its administrative offices with all dedicated support areas located in the 

cities of Belém (PA) and Rio de Janeiro (RJ).  

 
Figure 9 Norsk Hydro's bauxite extraction in Paragominas, Pará11 

 

1978 – ESTABLISHMENT OF AKER SOLUTIONS COMPANY IN 

BRAZIL 
The company Aker Solutions established itself in Brazil in 1978, where 

it started to work with the supply of subsea equipment, engineering, and 

maintenance, also for Petrobras platforms. It was installed in the Special 

Business Zone in Rio das Ostras, Rio de Janeiro, becoming, in June 2008, 

the first company to manufacture risers in Brazil, enabling drilling in deep 

waters and contributing to the local oil economy (AKER…, 2016). 

 

1985 – ALFREDO BESSA PARTICIPATES IN THE "HOLD PÅ´N" 

SAMBA SCHOOL PROJECT IN OSLO 
Alfredo Bessa (1933-2020) was born on December 20, 1933, in the 

city of São Fidelis, Rio de Janeiro, and became one of the great Brazilian 

popular musicians with an international career, having contributed to the 

 
 
11 Available at: https://www.hydro.com/pt-BR/sobre-a-hydro/a-hydro-no-mundo/north-
america/brasil/paragominas/. Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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dissemination of national rhythms worldwide. In Brazil, Alfredo Bessa 

formed partnerships with renowned artists such as Carlos Machado, Elis 

Regina, Baden Powell, and Clara Nunes. In 1985, the musician participated 

in the Samba School project "Hold på´n", in Oslo, contributing to the spread 

of the rhythm in Norway (A EMBAIXADA…, 2020). 

To honor his importance to Brazilian popular culture and 

international relations, on January 31, 2014, the Room of Brazilian Culture 

was inaugurated at the Brazilian Embassy in Oslo, in honor of Vinícius de 

Moraes and Alfredo Bessa. The musician died at the age of 87 on May 25, 

2020, leaving a legacy of great relevance to Brazilian culture (SALA…, [s.d]). 

 
Figure 10 Alfredo Bessa (1933-2020)12 

 

1987 – PROJECT FOR OIL PROSPECTING IN THE NORTH SEA 
In 1987, Norway assigned a North Sea prospection project to the 

Braspetro company, which boosted the countries' cooperation in the 

energy sector (RELATÓRIO..., 1989). 

 

 
 
12 Available at: https://www.facebook.com/BrasembOslo/posts/3838052262934463/. Access 
on: 10 jan. 2022. 
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1988 – OFFICIAL VISIT TO NORWAY BY THE MINISTER OF 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Brazilian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Roberto de Abreu Sodré, 

made an official visit to Norway on May 30 and 31, 1988, invited by 

Chancellor Thorvald Stoltenberg, in a moment of Brazilian re-

democratization and creation of a new Constitution (GUIMARÃES, 2011). 

The visit, in diplomatic terms, signaled the qualitative strengthening 

of bilateral relations, since the dialogue established between the countries 

started to include issues of multilateral economic cooperation and 

exchanges on Brazilian and Norwegian foreign policies. The discussions 

included aspects of the Middle East. 

In the economic sphere, the oil exploration agenda was highlighted, 

as US$ 6.5 million were invested by Petrobras to make possible its 

operations on the Norwegian platform in the North Sea. 

 

1988 – ESTABLISHMENT OF BRAZILSHIP/SCANBRAZIL IN 

BRAZIL 
The company was founded in 1988 through the merger between 

Brazilship (founded in 1974) and Scanbrasil (founded in 1985), becoming 

the largest ship brokerage in Brazil. The company was the first in the 

Americas to receive the ISO-9001 certificate, qualified by DNV. Thus, 

Brazilship/Scanbrasil has become one of the largest ship brokers, providing 

support to the maritime community (BRAZILSHIP, [s.d]). 

 

1989 – CREATION OF THE RAINFOREST FOUNDATION 

NORWAY 
Rainforest Foundation Norway, the Norwegian branch of the 

international Rainforest Foundation network, was founded in 1989 after 

Cacique Raoni, leader of the Kayapó indigenous people of Brazil, asked its 
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founders to protect his community to defend their lands, and their culture. 

In 1997, it became an independent foundation to, in 2003, be reorganized 

as a democratic organization with five Norwegian members: Friends of the 

Earth Norway, The Development Fund, The Future in our hands, Nature and 

Youth, and Eco-Agents. Today, the organization works to protect forests 

in the Amazon region in countries such as Brazil, Colombia, and Peru 

(ABOUT…, [s.d.]). 

 

1990 – ESTABLISHMENT OF TROLL STATION IN 

ANTARCTICA 
Norway's presence in Antarctica dates to 1911, with the arrival of 

Roald Amundsen, the first explorer to reach the South Pole. Norway's 

Antarctica Troll Station was established in 1990 by the Norwegian Polar 

Research Institute, the country’s only station on the sixth continent to 

operate throughout the year, as the Tor Station only works during the 

summer period in the Southern Hemisphere. At that time, the first Brazilian 

Station Comandante Ferraz had already been inaugurated in 1984, making 

Antarctica another possible area of cooperation in research and 

development between Brazil and Norway (TROLL…, [s.d.]). 

Research by Brazil and Norway in Antarctica is focused on 

environmental studies, mainly in the areas of meteorology, radiation, fauna, 

glaciology, atmosphere, seismology, and climate. 
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Figure 11 First Brazilian station, 1984 (left), and Norwegian Troll station, 2009 (right)13 14 

 

1991 – FIRST BRAZILIAN HEAD OF STATE TO VISIT NORWAY 
The first Brazilian Head of State to visit Norway in 1991 was President 

Fernando Collor de Mello. His presence in the Nordic country made it 

possible to establish high-level dialogues on climate issues, including the 

organization of ECO-92/RIO-92, the first United Nations Conference on 

Environment and Development, to be held the following year, in Rio de 

Janeiro (GUIMARÃES, 2011). 

 

1991 – BRAZILIAN SAILOR AMYR KLINK ON A TRIP TO THE 

ARCTIC 
In 1989, Amyr Klink, a Brazilian sailor, sailed toward Antarctica for his 

expedition to the poles. After spending 13 months on the sixth continent, 

the explorer set sail on February 2, 1991, towards the highest northern 

latitude he could reach. During his journey, he was in Norwegian territory, 

including the Archipelago of Svalbard, and recalled, in his travel journal, the 

departure of Amundsen, the first man to ever reach Antarctica 

(INVERNAGEM…, [s.d.]) 

 
 
13 Available at: https://antigo.mma.gov.br/processo-eletronico/item/202-estrutura-
log%C3%ADstica.html. Access on: 28 Dec. 2021. 
 
14 Available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Troll_research_station_Antarctica.JPG. 
Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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1992 – NORWEGIAN PRIME MINISTER GRO HARLEM 

BRUNDTLAND'S VISIT TO BRAZIL 
In 1992, President Fernando Collor de Mello and Prime Minister Gro 

Harlem Brundtland met twice in Brazil. The Norwegian leader was in Brazil in 

March, on a bilateral visit, and in June, at the United Nations Conference on 

Environment and Development (ECO-92/RIO-92), held in Rio de Janeiro 

(GUIMARÃES, 2011).  

 
Figure 12 ECO-92/RIO-92 (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1992)15 

 

1993 – BEGINNING OF CARF NORWAY'S OPERATIONS IN 

BRAZIL 
The Children at Risk Foundation (CARF) was founded in 1992 in 

Bergen, Norway, and a year later, began operations in São Paulo, Brazil. The 

organization's primary objective is to support Brazilian homeless children, 

defending their rights and offering them the needed structure and 

support for their dignified development. The entity's activities are 

concentrated in four main centers, three in Diadema (SP) and one in 

Itanhaém (SP) (THE HUMMIGBIRD…, [s.d.]). 

 
 
15 Available at: https://www.nexojornal.com.br/ensaio/2021/O-in%C3%ADcio-e-o-fim-do-
s%C3%A9culo-21-o-tempo-da-quest%C3%A3o-ambiental. Access on: 28 Dec. 2021. 
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The project received a series of awards in honor of its performance 

in Brazil, among them the “The Royal Norwegian Order of Merit” (Den 

Kongelige Norske Fortjensteorden), granted by King Harald V in 2013. 

 
Figure 13 Gregory J. Smith, founder of CARF Norway, with a child in Brazil16 

 

1995 – ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NORWEGIAN-BRAZILIAN 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (NBCC), HEADQUARTERED IN RIO 

DE JANEIRO 
On March 16, 1995, the Norwegian-Brazilian Chamber of Commerce 

(NBCC) was created, headquartered in Rio de Janeiro, as a non-profit 

institution whose primary objective is to promote greater investment in 

trade and cooperation between both countries (ABOUT…, [s.d.]). 

 

1995 - VIII MEETING OF THE BRAZIL-NORWAY JOINT 

ECONOMIC, INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
On October 2, 1995, the VIII Meeting of the Brazil-Norway Joint 

Economic, Industrial, and Technical Cooperation was held, at Itamaraty, to 

 
 
16 Available at: https://www.kolibricarf.no/en/. Access on: 28 Dec. 2021. 
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strengthen cooperation between the countries in the sectors of the naval 

industry, oil, natural gas, and fishing. The meeting was necessary due to 

changes in Latin American economies, especially with the creation of the 

Common Market of the South (MERCOSUR) in 1991. For Norway, it became 

important to set new objectives for the better functioning of bilateral 

exchange (DOCUMENTO..., 1995). 

 

1997 – ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMPANY YARA IN BRAZIL 
Yara is a Norwegian fertilizer company that began operating in Brazil 

in 1997. Today, it is the largest company in the field operating in the 

country, having acquired other companies in the sector in 2000 (SOBRE…, 

[s.d.]). 

In Brazil, Yara is headquartered in the city of Porto Alegre (RS) and 

has offices in the cities of São Paulo and Paulínia. In addition, the company 

has five production plants throughout Brazil and twenty-four of its 

fertilizer mixing units. This productive scope contributes to the country 

since its manufacture has a direct impact on the functioning of the 

agricultural sector, one of the most important for the growth of the 

Brazilian GDP. At the same time, the country plays a strategic role in Yara's 

business, as its installation in Brazil is responsible for a third of the 

production volume and a quarter of the company's global revenue. 

 

1998 – OSCAR NIEMEYER SIGNED AN ARCHITECTURAL 

PROJECT IN NORWAY 
In 1998, the Norwegian Kaare Berntsen visited the Brazilian architect 

Oscar Niemeyer (1907-2012) in his office in Copacabana in Rio de Janeiro to 

sign a project for “Casa Oslo”, the construction of his residence in Oslo, 

Norway. After visiting several of Niemeyer's works in Brasília, São Paulo, and 

Rio de Janeiro, Kaare Berntsen's desire was for the Brazilian architect to 

design his isolated house on the Oslo fjord. 
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Although he was determined to take one of Niemeyer's works to 

Norway, the conversations between client and architect continued until 

the year 2000, when the Brazilian made several sketches of his ideas for 

the residence. Although the project did not get off the ground, "Casa Oslo" 

(Oslo House) served as inspiration for several buildings in Brazil, especially 

a museum in Curitiba. (HOVDENAKK, [s.d]). 

 
Figure 14 Project "Casa Oslo", Kaare Berntsen residence17 

 

1998 – VISIT TO BRAZIL BY PRIME MINISTER KJELL MAGNE 

BONDEVIK 
Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik visited some countries in South 

America, including Brazil, in December 1998. In addition to promoting 

political relations, he was accompanied by a delegation of Norwegian 

companies interested in strengthening the privatization process of 

Brazilian state companies, mainly in the oil and telecommunications 

sectors, fruitful for bilateral relations between Brazil and Norway 

(GUIMARÃES, 2011). 

 

2001 – ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMPANY DOF ASA IN 

BRAZIL 
The Norwegian group DOF ASA, which controls two other subsidiary 

companies in Brazil (Norskan Offshore and DOF Subsea), established itself 

 
 
17 Available at: https://arkitektur-n.no/prosjekter/casa-oslo?cat=19. Access on: 10 jan. 2022. 
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in the country in 2001 and started to develop the construction and 

operation of ships that provide services to the oil and gas industry 

(GRUPO…, 2012) 

 

2001 – ESTABLISHMENT OF EQUINOR IN BRAZIL 
Equinor, one of the largest offshore operators in the world, 

established its operations in Brazil in 2001. Since then, its work in the 

country has been focused on oil and gas exploration and expansion into 

renewable energies, mainly solar energy (EQUINOR…, 2021). 

In 2011, the company started its operations in Campo de Peregrino, 

at Bacia de Campos, Rio de Janeiro, the largest field operated outside the 

Norwegian Continental Shelf. Today, the company has more than 210 

million barrels produced and explorations in other blocks in the same basin, 

including Campos, Espírito Santo, Santos, and Jequitinhonha (O BRASIL…, 

[s.d.]). 

In 2008, concerning the renewable energy sector, the company 

developed the first solar park in its global operation in the Apodi Complex, 

Ceará. 

 

2001 – INAUGURATION OF THE MONUMENT IN HONOR OF 

150 YEARS OF THE ARRIVAL OF BARCA COLON 
In celebration of the 150th anniversary of the arrival of Barca Colon in 

Brazil, on March 9, 2001, the monument was inaugurated in honor of the 

Norwegian vessel that arrived at Joinville on March 9, 1851. The Brazilian 

designer and architect César Dobner was responsible for the monument 

which was built in reinforced concrete and is twenty meters long and six 

meters high. It is located on the banks of the River Cachoeira, in front of 

the Joinville City Hall building (ACONTECEU…, 2021). 
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Figure 15 Monument in honor of the 150th anniversary of the arrival of Barca Colon 

(Joinville, Santa Catarina)18 
 

2001 – RELEASE OF THE EXHIBITION CATALOG “2001 

ANDERSEN RETURNS TO NORWAY” 
The exhibition “Andersen returns to Norway” took place between 

2001 and 2002 and it was available in centers in Brazil and Norway, including 

the Pinacoteca de São Paulo, the City Hall in Oslo, and the Sørlandet 

Museum in Kristiansand. The idea of this cultural circuit about the “father 

of Paraná painting” was to highlight the elements of Brazil in Norway and 

vice versa. A catalog of the painter's life and a complete collection of works 

was released in 2001, together with the exhibition, honoring one of the 

most important artists in the history of Paraná (CARNEIRO, 2001). 

 
 
18 BASTIAN, N. Available at: http://www.qualviagem.com.br/joinville-preserva-heranca-
europeia-2/. Access on: 09 jan. 2022. 
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Figure 17 Cover of the catalog "2001 Andersen returns to Norway"19 

 

2002 – VISIT OF MAYOR BJØRG WALLEVIK TO CURITIBA, PR 
The State of Paraná and the city of Kristiansand already maintained 

close ties due to the exchange of knowledge between the Casa Alfredo 

Andersen Museum and the Kristiansand Museum on research about Alfred 

Andersen's childhood in Norway (EN ALFRED…, 2020). On February 7, 2002, 

Bjørg Wallevik, Mayor of Kristiansand, visited the museum in Curitiba and 

gave its representative a plaque on the occasion of her visit in order to 

strengthen the relations between both cities and institutions. 

In addition, a year earlier, in 2001, the title of Commander was 

granted by the State of Paraná to Bjørg Wallevik. This title is awarded to 

Brazilians and foreigners, civil or military, who have a notorious and relevant 

service rendered to the State of Paraná (CURITIBA, 2001). 

 
 
19 Available at: https://revista.drclas.harvard.edu/a-norwegian-brazilian-transcultural-
encounter/. Access on: 28 jan. 2022. 
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Figure 16 Plaque given by Mayor Bjørg Wallevik to Museum Casa Alfredo Andersen (left, 

centre) and her visit to the museum, Curitiba, 2002 (right)20 21 

 

2002 – VICE PRESIDENT MARCO MACIEL'S VISIT TO 

NORWAY 
Vice President Marco Maciel's visit to Norway was an opportunity to 

demonstrate to Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik, the Norwegian 

President of Parliament, and the Ministers of Energy and Trade, the 

progress achieved by Brazil in terms of economic and social development. 

The leader also presided over the Seminar on Economic-Commercial 

Relations Brazil-Norway, accompanied by two workshops focused on 

investment in the sectors of electricity, offshore, aquaculture, and 

tourism. Therefore, it is understood that the established dialogues had as 

their primary objective, the strengthening of economic-commercial links 

between Brazil and Norway, projecting new possibilities of ties 

(GUIMARÃES, 2011). 

 

 
 
20 Available at: https://www.vestagdermuseet.no/en-alfred-fra-kristiansand-blir-alfredo-i-
brasil/. Access on: 28 jan. 2022. 
21 Archive Casa Alfredo Andersen Museum, Curitiba (PR), Brazil 
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2002 – ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BRAZILIAN-NORWEGIAN 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (BNCC), HEADQUARTERED IN 

OSLO 
As a result of Prime Minister Marco Maciel's visit to Norway, the 

Brazilian-Norwegian Chamber of Commerce (BNCC) was created on 

November 15, 2002, headquartered in Oslo, becoming the first institution 

of this type in Scandinavia. Its creation was intended to facilitate the 

relationship between private sector companies in both countries 

(GUIMARÃES, 2011). 

 

2003 – STATE VISIT TO BRAZIL BY KING HARALD V AND 

PRIME MINISTER KJELL MAGNE BONDEVIK 
Between October 4 and 11, 2003, King Harald V (born in 1937) and 

Queen Sonja (born in 1937), of Norway, carried out a state visit to Brazil, 

inaugurating a new chapter in the countries’ bilateral relationship. The 

monarch, who assumed the throne in 1991, had so far made eight official 

visits to non-European countries: United States (1995), China (1997), South 

Africa (1998 and 2008), Japan (2001), Singapore (2004), and Vietnam 

(2004). His presence in Brazil in 2003 marked his first visit to a country in 

Latin America (GUIMARÃES, 2011). 

The commission that accompanied the couple was, until then, the 

most numerous and diversified in terms of the Norwegian delegation, with 

a total of approximately 150 members. The objective of this strong 

delegation was to consolidate support for Norwegian companies 

established in Brazil, in addition to providing guarantees and advantages 

so that new companies could establish themselves in the country, 

expanding economic relations beyond export and import ties. In addition, 

investments of at least US$ 5 billion were planned in Brazil over a five-year 

period. 
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On the occasion, the Norwegian Association of Industries in the Oil 

and Gas Sector (INSTOk) referred to Brazil as a priority market for 

Norwegian investments and established an office in the city of Rio de 

Janeiro as a commercial agency called Innovation Norway. 

At the same time, the visit also sought to fulfill the Brazilian 

objectives of expanding trade and economic relations with the Nordic 

country. Thus, seminars and business roundtables were organized in Rio de 

Janeiro and São Paulo. In diplomatic terms, through the Brazil-Norway 

Seminar on Peace and Reconciliation, a new area of dialogue and bilateral 

cooperation between Norwegians and Brazilians was established 

concerning their political ties. 

King Harald V highlighted in his speech at the Palácio do Itamaraty 

the similarities between the oil exploration activities of both nations, which 

makes them powerful in the extraction of offshore oil. Therefore, the 

leader suggested that Brazil-Norway cooperation can bring benefits and 

generate important knowledge in other maritime areas as well since this 

tends to be the economic sector in which ties would generate the greatest 

mutual benefit (“STATSBESØK…, 2003). 

 
Figure 18 President Lula (left) and King Harald V (right) (Brasília, Brazil, 2003)22 

 
 
22 Available at: http://memoria.ebc.com.br/agenciabrasil/galeria/2003-10-07/7-de-outubro-
de-2003. Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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2004 – VIKING STORY ANNOUNCED AS SAMBA SCHOOL 

THEME AT CARNIVAL 2005 
In August 2004, the city of Stavanger received representatives of 

the Unidos de Vila Isabel Samba School, from Rio de Janeiro, Stavanger's 

“sister city”. The visit was due to the tribute to the Viking history of the 

parade to be held by the school in 2005, under the title “A journey in rough 

waters”. In addition to the Vikings, the samba school dealt with Noah's Ark, 

the great explorers, and the maritime industry. 

On the occasion of the Offshore Northern Sea (ONS) oil fair in 

Stavanger, twenty Brazilian dancers and musicians from the Unidos de Vila 

Isabel Samba School performed for King Harald and Queen Sonja (TIERNO, 

2004). 

 

2006 – KARANBA NGO FOUNDATION IN BRAZIL 
Former Norwegian professional football player Tommy Nilsen 

founded the NGO Karanba in 2006. The activities are mainly aimed at 

encouraging sports and needy children in the favelas of Rio de Janeiro. Due 

to its performance, the institution received numerous awards including, in 

2011, the medal “Orgulho do Rio” (Rio’s Pride) granted by the Brazilian 

newspaper “O Dia” (HISTORIA…, [s.d.]). 

 

2006 – FOUNDATION OF THE NGO DREAM LEARN WORK IN 

BRAZIL 
Dream Learn Work is a non-profit organization created by 

representatives of six Norwegian companies (DOF, Jotun Coatings, DNV GL, 

Kongsberg, DnB and Vard) operating in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, with the aim 

of providing education and employment opportunities for young people 

from less developed regions of the city. Thus, the institution aims to make 

up for the lack of qualified labor and generate social impact, changing the 
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lives of young people. Today, the project is supported by a greater number 

of companies than those present at its foundation and remains committed 

to developing the necessary skills and knowledge for the insertion of these 

young people in the job market and, thus, fulfilling their professional 

dreams (ABOUT…, [s.d.]). 

 

2007 – ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BRAZILIAN CITIZENS 

COUNCIL IN NORWAY 
The Council of Brazilian Citizens in Norway was created in 2007. The 

primary objective of this institution was to serve as a communication 

channel between the Brazilian community in the Nordic country and the 

Brazilian government, enabling faster and more effective contact (REINO…, 

2014). 

 

2007 – STATE VISIT TO NORWAY BY PRESIDENT LUIZ 

INÁCIO LULA DA SILVA 
The visit carried out by President Lula took place in 2007 and its main 

objective was to intensify and consolidate the process of expanding the 

partnership between Brazil and Norway in matters such as energy, climate 

change, trade, and investment (GUIMARÃES, 2011). 

During the stay of the Brazilian head of State in Norway, the second 

edition of the Seminar on Peace and Reconciliation was held. Its first 

edition took place in 2003 during the visit of King Harald V to Brazil. In the 

2007’s event, discussions were focused on the issues in Haiti and in the 

Middle East. Therefore, the leaders highlighted the high level of priority 

given to problems related to international peace and their mutual efforts 

regarding multilateral issues (DA SILVA, 2007). 
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Figure 19 President Lula at the official ceremony (Oslo, Norway, 2007)23 
 

2007 – YEAR OF THE LARGEST FOREIGN DIRECT 

INVESTMENT (FDI) BY NORWAY IN BRAZIL 
According to the World Bank, Norwegian Foreign Direct Investment 

(FDI) in Brazil between 1970 and 2019 had its highest rate in 2007, 

representing 6.187% of GDP (THE WORLD BANK, 2007). Furthermore, 

according to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD), FDI flows between the countries in 2007 represented 

a total of US$ 1,88 million (OECD, 2007). 

 

2008 – VISIT TO BRAZIL BY PRIME MINISTER JENS 

STOLTENBERG 
Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg accepted the invitation of 

President Lula da Silva and visited Brazil between the 14th and 17th of 

September 2008. 

 
 
23 Available at: http://www.biblioteca.presidencia.gov.br/presidencia/ex-presidentes/luiz-
inacio-lula-da-silva/galeria-de-fotos/fotos-de-viagens-internacionais-2007/noruega. Access 
on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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At the time, the Norwegian official signed a €1 billion contribution to 

the Brazilian Amazon Fund until the year 2015. In addition, a Memorandum 

of Understanding for cooperation about the environment was signed 

between the countries. Its main objective was to strengthen the dialogue 

between Brazil and Norway with regard to initiatives for the protection of 

the Amazon ecosystem (STOLTENBERG, 2008). 

This time, the leaders resumed important dialogues in diplomatic and 

environmental terms and signed the partnership between the countries. 

 

2009 – BRAZILIAN CULTURAL FESTIVAL IN NORWAY 
The Embassy of Brazil in Oslo promoted the opening of the Festival 

of Brazilian Culture in Norway on July 30, 2009, to disseminate Brazilian 

visual arts, sports, folklore, gastronomy, music, and tourism in the country. 

The event included the exhibition of works by Brazilian artists such 

as Eli Sudbrack, concerts by renowned Brazilian musicians, including Milton 

Nascimento and Nelson Freire, the screening of the film "Terra Vermelha" 

(Birdwatchers) by Brazilian Marcos Bechis in cinemas in Oslo, the regency 

of the Bergen Philharmonic Orchestra by the Brazilian Roberto Minczuck 

and the educational project with Brazilian and Norwegian children to 

disseminate the productions of classical composer Villa Lobos (FESTIVAL…, 

2009). 

 

2009 – BRAZILIAN VESSEL CISNE BRANCO ("WHITE SWAN") 

ON DISPLAY IN OSLO 
The Brazilian sailing ship Cisne Branco (White Swan) was in the port 

of Oslo, Norway, between August 29 and September 2, 2009, open to 

visitors. The initiative can be understood as a reflection of the closer ties 

between the navies of both countries since the vessel is an important 
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historical landmark for the Brazilian Navy and was built to represent its 

strength in national and international nautical events (FERREIRA, 2009). 

To encourage the dissemination of bilateral support between Brazil 

and Norway, the 1st Seminar on Polar Activities Brazil-Norway was held on 

board. The event was attended by the Brazilian Ambassador in Norway, 

Sérgio Eduardo Moreira Lima, representatives of the Brazilian Navy, the 

Undersecretary for the Brazilian Antarctic Program (PROANTAR, acronym in 

Portuguese), Navy Captain José Robson de Oliveira Medeiros and sailor 

Amyr Klink. The Norwegian commission was attended by the Special Advisor 

for Nordic Areas Resources at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador 

Karsten Klepsvik, the Rector of the University of Tromsø, Jarle Aarbakke, 

and other authorities in the fields of Norwegian research. 

The occasion was an opportunity for countries to strengthen their 

ties on polar issues since they have permanent stations in Antarctica and 

interact there within the consultative mechanism of the Antarctic Treaty. 

Figure 20 Sailboat Cisne Branco (White Swan)24 
 

 
 
24 Available at: https://www.naval.com.br/blog/2013/03/25/navio-veleiro-cisne-branco-
participara-da-comissao-europa-2013/. Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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2009 – ESTABLISHMENT OF STATKRAFT COMPANY IN 

BRAZIL 
The establishment of Statkraft company in Brazil dates to 2009, 

when the company began its operations with the development of wind 

power projects in the Northeast of the country, taking advantage of the 

region's natural potential. Two years later, in 2011, Statkraft started its 

electric energy commercialization to start, in 2012, its activities in the 

renewable energy generation sector (ONDE…, [s.d.]). 

 

2009 – VISIT TO THE PORT OF OSLO OF THE SHIP-SCHOOL 

BRAZIL 
Between October 3 and 7, 2009, the Brazilian Navy's Ship School 

remained docked at the port of Oslo, Norway. The visit had the objective of 

allowing the strengthening of ties with friendly naval forces, in honor of 

Norway, and bringing Brazilian and Norwegian navies closer together 

(GALANTE, 2009).  

 
Figure 21 Ship-School Brazil, Oslo, Norway25 

 
 
25 Available at: “Festival Cultural do Brasil na Noruega” (2009, p. 19) 
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2009 – FOUNDATION OF THE NGO CASAS DA NORUEGA IN 

BRAZIL 
The work of the NGO Casas da Noruega (Houses of Norway) began in 

the district of Bancários, Ilha do Governador, Rio de Janeiro, and included 

the construction of a school in the local community, guaranteeing tutoring 

for children.  

In addition to education, the aim of the initiative is also to generate 

incentives for sport, providing the basic conditions for the development of 

the local community. Today, the project has been expanded, offering 

music, English, and computer classes for young people. As an institution 

based in Norway, the NGO has Brazilian and Norwegian employees (SOBRE…, 

[s.d.]). 

 

2009 – ESTABLISHMENT OF KONGSBERG MARITIME IN 

BRAZIL 
On December 1, 2009, Kongsberg Maritime established its operations 

in Brazil. Since then, the company has been expanding its consolidation in 

the country, providing services and products in the maritime sector in 

Brazil (KONGSBERG…, [s.d]). 

 

2010 – VISIT TO BRAZIL BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

PARLIAMENT OF NORWAY AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

PARLIAMENT SAMI 
On April 13, 2010, Michel Temer, as President of the Chamber of 

Deputies, received the visit of the Speaker of the Norwegian Parliament, 

Dag Terje Andersen, along with seven Norwegian parliamentarians, in 

addition to the presence of Egil Oil, Speaker of Parliament Sami. Their 

meeting allowed the strengthening of political ties between the countries, 
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highlighting their similarities and differences in functioning and 

organizational-administrative structure (TEMER…, 2010). 

 

2011 – THE VISIT TO BRAZIL BY THE NORWEGIAN MINISTER 

OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND THE LAUNCH OF THE “BRAZIL 

STRATEGY” 
Jonas Gahr Støre, Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs, made an 

official visit to Brazil on March 30, 2011. The chancellor, accompanied by 

the Minister of Environment and Development, Erik Solheim, participated in 

another edition of the Seminar on Peace and Reconciliation, organized by 

Minister Antonio de Aguiar Patriota at Itamaraty (VISITA…, 2011) 

The meeting was important to seal bilateral relations between the 

countries and facilitate the launch of the so-called "Brazil Strategy", in 

which the Norwegian Government established the priority of long-term 

bilateral relations with Brazil in the environmental, commercial, cultural, 

economic, educational, and technological sectors, considered strategic 

and a priority for the development and growth of both nations. 

 

2011 – FIRST MEETING OF THE BRAZIL-NORWAY PUBLIC 

CONSULTATIONS MECHANISM 
 

2012 – THE VISIT TO BRAZIL BY PRIME MINISTER JENS 

STOLTENBERG AT THE RIO+20 CONFERENCE 
For the Rio+20 Conference, Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg was in Rio 

de Janeiro, Brazil, and established the need for joint work between the 

public and private sectors to boost investment in sustainable 

development. In addition, the leader defended the demand for measures 
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to mitigate the effects of environmental degeneration on polluting 

countries (COSCELLI, 2012). 

 

2012 – THE VISIT TO NORWAY BY MINISTER OF FISHERY 

AND AQUACULTURE, MARCELO CRIVELLA 
On August 16, 2012, the Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture, Marcelo 

Crivella, visited the Port of Ålesund, in Norway, an international reference in 

the production and export of cod. The commercial exchange of this 

product between Brazil and Norway dates to 1842 and, according to the 

Minister, the transfer of Norwegian net tank technology, used in this 

production, would allow valuable bilateral economic cooperation for both 

nations (SANTANA, 2012). 

 

2012 – SECOND MEETING OF THE BRAZIL-NORWAY 

POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS MECHANISM IN OSLO 
 

2012 – MAYOR OF THE CITY OF MACAÉ, RIO DE JANEIRO, 

RECEIVES A NORWEGIAN COMMITTEE 
On September 14, 2012, the Mayor of Macaé, Riverton Mussi, received 

a Norwegian delegation, interested in expanding their investments in the 

city. Businessmen from the Norwegian oil and gas sector were present, as 

well as the Mayor of Bergen, Trude Drevland. The objective of the meeting 

was to assess the economic potential of Macaé for the establishment of 

new industrial and technological partnerships. 

The Norwegian committee was formed by two delegations: Greater 

Stavanger, of entrepreneurs and presidents of industrial associations from 

the city of Stavanger, and the Business Bergen Region, from the city of 

Bergen. It should be noted that the cities of Stavanger and Macaé have a 
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treaty of “sister cities”, due to their similarities, especially regarding the 

strength of the oil industry in their economies. (BRAGA, 2012). 

 

2013 – KING HARALD V'S VISIT TO THE YANOMAMI 

INDIGENOUS TRIBE 
Between April 22 and 25, 2013, King Harald V, from Norway, visited the 

Yanomami indigenous village in the Brazilian Amazon. The monarch was 

accompanied by the President of the Rainforest Foundation Norway, Dag 

Hareide. He stayed four days in the Demini village, in the state of Amazonas, 

close to the border with Venezuela, where he was received by the 

Yanomami leader Davi Kopenawa and by the healer Lorival, chiefs of the 

tribe. According to the Norwegian Royal House, this marked the first visit 

by a foreign head of state to Yanomami territory. In his farewell, King Harald 

V gave leader Davi Kopenawa a personal photo album showing his life in 

Norway. In return, the Yanomami chief offered him a traditional bracelet as 

a sign of respect, which symbolizes the beauty and strength of the leaders 

for Yanomami culture (REI…, 2013). 

Figure 22 Visit of King Harald V to Yanomami territory (Brazil, 2013)26 

 

 
 
26 Available at: http://g1.globo.com/mundo/noticia/2013/05/rei-da-noruega-passa-4-dias-em-
aldeia-yanomami-na-amazonia.html. Access on: 02 jan. 2022. 
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2013 – THE VISIT TO NORWAY BY THE MINISTER OF 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS ANTONIO DE AGUIAR PATRIOTA 
The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Antonio Patriota, visited Norway 

between the 18th and 19th of June 2013 at the invitation of the Norwegian 

Government. During his stay in the country, the Minister participated in the 

10th edition of the Oslo Forum, which takes place annually and promotes 

debates on mediation and the peaceful settlement of disputes. In addition 

to attending the conference on the Syrian situation, the chancellor led the 

lecture under the title “United Nations Security Council: it's time for 

multilateralism, diplomacy, and reform” (VISITA…, 2013). 

In addition, Ministers Antonio Patriota and Espen Barth Eide addressed 

the deepening of bilateral relations between Brazil and Norway, mainly in 

the areas of science, trade, education, investment, and technology. It also 

addressed the foreign policy agenda and the multilateral relations of both 

nations, mainly involving issues of international peace and security. 

2013 – BRAZILIAN VESSEL CISNE BRANCO ("WHITE SWAN") 

OPENED TO VISITORS IN OSLO 
Between the 28th and 29th of June 2013, the Ship Cisne Branco (White 

Swan) was opened to visitors in Vippetangen, Oslo, Norway. The ship, which 

was built with the objective of representing the Brazilian Navy in major 

nautical events, was once again in the Norwegian port, deepening relations 

with the country (CISNE…, 2013). 

2013 – YANOMAMI LEADER VISITS NORWAY 
On September 27, 2013, the Yanomami indigenous leader, Davi 

Kopenawa, was received at the Royal Palace in Oslo, Norway, by King Harald 

V, as a way of repaying the visit made by the Norwegian monarch to his 

village in April 2013. The visit of the indigenous leader to Norway also 
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included his participation in a seminar on indigenous rights, promoted by 

the Rainforest Foundation Norway, a visit to the Norwegian parliament, 

participation in meetings with representatives of parties that won the 

Norwegian national elections, meeting with the director of Norad, and a 

visit to the Brazilian Embassy in Norway (REI…, 2013). 

 
Figure 23 Visit of Davi Kopenawa, Yanomami leader, to King Harald V (Norway, 2013)27 

 

2013 – NORWEGIAN SCHOOL OFFERS PORTUGUESE 

COURSE FOR ITS STUDENTS 
A traditional school in Arendal, southwest Norway, started offering 

Portuguese course for its high school students. The decision was made 

after the Higher Council of Linguistic Education of Norway acknowledged 

the importance of including the subject in the school’s curriculum due to 

the growing convenience of teaching Portuguese as a foreign language. 

To make its decision, the Council considered the increased value of the 

language in the world and in the local context, especially because there 

are more than a hundred Norwegian companies that operate in Brazil, which 

 
 
27 Available at: https://www.socioambiental.org/pt-br/noticias-socioambientais/rei-harald-v-
recebe-davi-yanomami-no-castelo-real-da-noruega. Access on: 02 jan. 2022. 
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would improve the work opportunities for young Norwegians (ESCOLA…, 

2013). 

 

2013 – ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NORWEGIAN SHIPOWNERS’ 

ASSOCIATION BRAZIL 
In 2013, Norwegian shipping companies and the Norwegian 

Shipowners Association (NSA) created the Norwegian Shipowners’ 

Association Brazil, a non-profit Brazilian civil association with the objective 

of coordinating the group of Norwegian shipowners in Brazil, to promote a 

favorable and profitable business environment in the country. Thus, the 

institution supports Norwegian shipping companies in Brazil in order to 

become more competitive (ABRAN, [s.d.]). 

 

2013 – EXHIBITION “IMAGINE BRAZIL” AT ASTRUP 

FEARNLEY MUSEET, OSLO, NORWAY 
The exhibition “Imagine Brazil” was held at Astrup Fearnley Museet in 

Oslo, Norway, between October 11, 2013, and March 02, 2014. The focus of 

the showcase was on the young and emerging art scene in Brazil. As a 

result, 14 young artists were selected to represent the country’s 

contemporary art, adding their expression to a historical context. Thus, 

renowned Brazilian artists such as Adriano Costa, Sara Ramo, Magno 

Montez, and Maria Martins, among others, were invited to accompany them 

in the exhibition (PIPA…, 2013). 

The art pieces included painting, sculpture, installation, photography, 

video works, and music. This variety of materials and languages was used 

primarily to draw attention to Brazil’s socio-political and environmental 

issues (PAPATHANASIADI, [s.d]). 
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Figure 24 "Imagine Brazil" Exhibition's symbol28 

 

2014 – THE VISIT TO BRAZIL BY THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS OF NORWAY, BØRGE BRENDE 
The Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Børge Brende, visited Brazil 

between the 19th and 20th of February 2014, and stayed in the cities of Rio 

de Janeiro and Brasília. In a meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

Luiz Alberto Figueiredo Machado, and with the Chief Minister of the 

Secretariat for Human Rights of the Presidency of the Republic, Maria do 

Rosário Nunes, the leaders discussed the expansion of bilateral trade and 

investment flows between Brazil and Norway, highlighting eventual 

adjustments in the main themes of cooperation between the countries 

(VISITA…, 2014). 

 
 
28 Available at: http://www.forumpermanente.org/noticias/2013/astrup-fearnley-
museet/image/image_view_fullscreen. Access on: 22 feb. 2022. 
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Figure 25 Minister Luiz Alberto (left) and Minister Børge Brende (right)29 

 

2014 – INAUGURATION OF THE NORWEGIAN CHURCH IN RIO 

DE JANEIRO 
 The inauguration of the Norwegian Church in Rio de Janeiro was 

held on May 3, 2014 and represented the seventh Norwegian church 

outside of Norway. The Church was named after the late Princess Ragnhild, 

and the opening ceremony was led by her husband Erling Lorentzen. The 

Church has therefore become a meeting point for Norwegians living in 

Brazil (HESTMANN, 2014). 

 

2015 – THE VISIT TO BRAZIL BY HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 

PRINCE HAAKON 
Between the 14th and 19th of November 2015, the Crown Prince of 

Norway, Haakon Magnus, visited Brazil in the company of the Minister of 

 
 
29 Available at: https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/canais_atendimento/imprensa/notas-a-
imprensa/visita-ao-brasil-do-ministro-dos-negocios-estrangeiros-da-noruega-borge-
brende-rio-de-janeiro-e-brasilia-19-e-20-de-fevereiro-de-2014. Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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Commerce, Industry and Fisheries and the Deputy Ministers of Foreign 

Affairs, Oil and Energy, Climate and Environment, and Education and 

Research (VISITA…, 2015). 

The program included his visit to the cities of Brasília, Rio de Janeiro 

and Belém do Pará. In these three locations, the monarch attended work 

meetings on education and development, including a visit to the Petrobras 

Research Center, the Emílio Goeldi Museum, and the National Institute for 

Space Research. 

 
Figure 26 Prince Haakon Magnus (left), and President Michel Temer (right)30 

 

2015 - THIRD MEETING OF THE BRAZIL-NORWAY POLITICAL 

CONSULTATIONS MECHANISM IN BRASILIA 
 

 

 
 
30 Available at: https://fotospublicas.com/vice-presidente-michel-temer-recebe-haakon-
magnus-principe-herdeiro-da-noruega/. Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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2016 – THE VISIT TO BRAZIL BY THE NORWEGIAN MINISTER 

OF OIL AND ENERGY 
On a visit to Brazil on November 22, 2016, the Norwegian Minister of 

Oil and Energy, Tord Lien, was present at the Ministry of Mines and Energy 

in Brasília. In his speech, he highlighted the importance of the oil and gas 

industry for both countries, with the Norwegian model being often seen as 

a reference in the sector. Thus, good relations and the intensification of 

partnerships between Brazil and Norway could contribute to the 

development of the sector (A HISTORY…, 2016). 

The seminars proposed discussed themes on the transition in the 

Brazilian oil and gas industry, cooperation between nations and the 

possible adjustments in their relationship.   

On September 21, 2016, a memorandum of understanding was signed 

between the Foundation for Research Support of the State of São Paulo 

(FAPESP) and the Research Council of Norway (RCN). The document, valid 

for five years, allowed the institutions to commit to implementing 

scientific and technological cooperation between Brazilian and Norwegian 

researchers, through the financing of projects by the institutions 

(CONVÊNIOS…, 2016). 

 

2017 – THE VISIT TO OSLO BY PRESIDENT MICHEL TEMER 
Between June 22 and 23, 2017, President Michel Temer visited 

Norway, meeting with King Harald V, Prime Minister Erna Solberg, Parliament 

Speaker Olemic Thommessen, as well as representatives of Norwegian 

companies. The primary objective of these dialogues was the 

strengthening of trade and investment, science, energy, innovation, 

environment, and technology relations, as it was done historically in this 

bilateral relationship (VISITA…, 2017). 
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Thus, dialogues were signed to facilitate opportunities for 

Norwegian investments in Brazil and environmental cooperation. For Brazil, 

the maintenance of historical ties with Norway is essential in the oil, gas, 

and shipping industry sectors, as the Norwegians are one of the main 

partners of Brazilians in these areas. 

 
Figure 27 President Michel Temer on an official visit to Norway (2017)31 

 

2017 – FOURTH MEETING OF THE BRAZIL-NORWAY 

POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS MECHANISM IN OSLO 
 

2018 – EMBRAER PROVIDES THE FIRST TWO JETS TO 

WIDERØE AIRLINE 
On April 4, 2018, Embraer delivered the first series-produced E190-E2 

jet to Norway's Widerøe airline. The ceremony was held in São José dos 

Campos (SP) and was attended by Embraer's CEO, Paulo de Souza e Silva, 

and company representatives. The model was first used on Widerøe's 

commercial flights on April 24, 2018, becoming the company's first jet-

engined aircraft. In addition, this partnership also marked the presence, for 

 
 
31 Available at: https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/canais_atendimento/imprensa/notas-a-
imprensa/visita-do-presidente-da-republica-a-noruega-oslo-22-e-23-de-junho-de-2017. 
Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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the first time, of Brazilian jets making up the fleet of a Scandinavian airline 

(CASEMIRO, 2018). 

 
Figure 28 Ceremony of the delivery of the model E190-E2 to Widerøe32 

 

2019 – PARTICIPATION IN THE TALL SHIP RACE 
The Brazilian vessel Cisne Branco (White Swan) took part in the Tall 

Ship Race regatta, held from July to August 2019, between the ports of 

Denmark and Norway. Each year, the competition brings together large 

sailing boats from different nations around the world (O NAVIO-ESTALEIRO…, 

2019). 

 

2019 – FIRST FLIGHT OF NORWEGIAN AIR TO BRAZIL 
On March 31, 2019, the Norwegian Air company started its operations 

in Brazil, connecting the cities of London and Rio de Janeiro, non-stop. This 

was the first airline to operate low-cost flights between Europe and Brazil 

and the inclusion of the country on the company's route increased its 

presence in South America (BARRUCHO, 2018). 

 
 
32 Available at: https://g1.globo.com/sp/vale-do-paraiba-regiao/noticia/embraer-entrega-
primeiro-jato-e190-e2-a-companhia-norueguesa-widere.ghtml. Access on: 19 dec. 2021 
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However, the airline ended its activities in Brazil in 2021, due to the 

global crisis that caused a decrease in the number of passengers. 

 

2021 – SIGNATURE OF A NEW MEMORANDUM OF 

UNDERSTANDING 
The 2nd Joint Brazil-Norway Committee on Science, Technology and 

Innovation was held online and, during the meeting, on March 11, 2021, in 

Brasília, a new Memorandum of Understanding between Brazil and Norway 

was signed, with indefinite validity. The objective of the agreement is to 

expand and improve cooperation between nations in the fields of science, 

technology, and innovation (BRASIL…, 2021). 

The document broadly considers diverse sectors of research 

cooperation, including the oceans, oil and gas, renewable energy, 

biotechnology, and climate change. The meetings were also attended by 

representatives of the governments of both countries. 

 
Figure 29 Meeting between Brazilian and Norwegian representatives33 

 
 
33 Available at: https://www.gov.br/mcti/pt-br/acompanhe-o-mcti/noticias/2021/03/brasil-e-
noruega-assinam-memorando-de-entendimento-para-cooperacao-em-ct-i. Access on: 28 
dec. 2021. 
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2021 – THE ATLANTIC OCEAN CROSSING BY BRAZILIAN 

SAILOR TAMARA KLINK 
Sailor Tamara Klink is the youngest Brazilian to cross the Atlantic 

Ocean alone by boat. Her first long crossing was carried out in 2020 when 

she bought the Boat Sardinha in the port of Ålesund, Norway. At that time, 

the sailor made her first voyage departing from Norway and crossing the 

North Sea towards France. 

In the year 2021, in turn, Tamara Klink made her biggest crossing. She 

left with the Boat Sardinha from France towards Portugal and Cape Verde, 

the last stop to the port of Recife, Brazil, where she arrived on November 1, 

2021, achieving her greatest sailing accomplishment with a boat bought in 

Norway (MESQUITA, 2021). 

 
Figure 30 Tamara Klink and Boat Sardinha in the port of Ålesund, Norway (2020)34 

 

 
 
34 Available at: https://www.raphanomundo.com/2020/11/maskpackers-navegando-e-
sonhando-com-tamara-klink.html. Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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2021 – MEETING BETWEEN THE MINISTER OF SCIENCE, 

TECHNOLOGY, AND INNOVATION AND THE AMBASSADOR OF 

NORWAY 
The Norwegian Ambassador in Brazil, Odd Magne Rudd, met with the 

Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation, Marcos Pontes, in Brasília 

to discuss bilateral cooperation between the countries in the areas of 

science, technology and innovation (MINISTRO…, 2021). 

Odd Magne Rudd presented the Norwegian achievements in recent 

years to the Brazilian Minister, which includes oil and gas, energy, climate, 

green growth, biotechnology, nanotechnology, and maritime sectors. 

Marcos Pontes, in turn, described to the Norwegian Ambassador the 

Ministry's main projects and priorities in the field of development and 

technology. 

A point to be highlighted about the meeting was the debate on the 

expansion of research cooperation between Brazil and Norway, which 

includes topics such as renewable energy, budget cuts in science and 

technology and funding for monitoring deforestation. 

 
Figure 31 Meeting of the Ministry of Science, Technology, and Innovation in Brasília35 

 
 
35 Available at: https://www.gov.br/mcti/pt-br/acompanhe-o-mcti/noticias/2021/12/ministro-
do-mcti-se-reune-com-embaixador-da-noruega-no-brasil. Access on: 28 dec. 2021. 
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2022 – THE ONE OCEAN EXPEDITION REACHES RIO DE 

JANEIRO 
In August 2021, the 107-year-old Norwegian tall ship Statsraad 

Lehmkuhl set sail from Arendal, Norway, on The One Ocean Expedition for a 

circumnavigation of the globe. The expedition was part of the UN Decade 

of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development as the vessel was 

converted into a research ship, equipped with instruments that will 

measure the levels of CO₂, micro-plastic, acidification, and temperature of 

the ocean on its way. With that said, its main objective was to place the 

ocean as an environment that needs global attention and as a crucial part 

of sustainable development (THE ONE…, [s.d]). 

Between February 23 and 26, 2022, the ship reached Rio de Janeiro, 

one of the 36 ports included in its route until April 2023, when it returns to 

Bergen, Norway. During its visits to ports around the world, the vessel was 

used for diplomatic purposes, conferences, and cooperation. 

 
Figure 32 Vessel Statsraad Lehmkuhl on the One Ocean Expedition36 

 
 
36 Available at: https://www.uib.no/en/oneocean. Access on: 22 feb. 2022. 
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2022 – BRAZIL PARTICIPATES IN NOR-SHIPPING 2022 
Between April 4 and 7, 2022, the Nor-Shipping 2022 Conference took 

place in Oslo and Lillestrøm, Norway. Brazil's participation aimed to 

strengthen relations between the countries in the maritime and wind 

sectors, regarding the development of technologies and strategies for a 

more sustainable offshore production for the market. Speakers included 

regulators, representatives of major energy companies such as Petrobras 

and Equinor, the Brazilian Institute for the Environment and Renewable 

Natural Resources (IBAMA), as well as other stakeholders. The role of the 

specialists was to demonstrate the strategies and potential of the Brazil-

Norway relationship in these industries (UNLOCKING…, 2022). 

 
Figure 33 Brazilian representatives at the Nor-Shipping Conference 2022, Norway37 

 
 
 
 

 
 
37 Available at: https://nor-shipping.com/unlocking-brazils-offshore-potential-at-nor-
shipping/. Access on: 07 april. 2022. 
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TABLE OF MAIN 
NORWEGIAN 
COMPANIES IN 
BRAZIL 

NAME 
YEAR OF 

ESTABLISHMENT 
IN BRAZIL 

WORK IN 
BRASIL 

OFFICE 
LOCATION IN 

BRAZIL 

DNV 1974 
RISK 

MANAGEMENT 

RIO DE JANEIRO (RJ 

– HEAD OFFICE); 

BELO HORIZONTE 

(MG); CAXIAS DO 

SUL (RS); 

FORTALEZA (CE); 

PORTO ALEGRE 

(RS); SÃO PAULO 

(SP) 

NORSK HYDRO 1977 MINING 
RIO DE JANEIRO 

(RJ) BELÉM (PA) 
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AKER SOLUTIONS 1978 EQUIPMENT 

RIO DE JANEIRO 

(RJ) RIO DAS 

OSTRAS (RJ) 

BRAZILSHIP/SCANSHIP 1988 SHIP BROKER 
RIO DE JANEIRO 

(RJ) 

YARA 1997 FERTILIZERS 
PORTO ALEGRE (RS) 

SÃO PAULO (SP) 

DOF 2001 NAVAL SECTOR 
MACAÉ (RJ) / RIO 

DE JANEIRO (RJ) 

EQUINOR 2001 PETROLEUM 
RIO DE JANEIRO 

(RJ) 

STATKRAFT 2009 
RENEWABLE 

ENERGY 

RIO DE JANEIRO 

(RJ) 

KONGSBERG 2009 
MARINE 

TECHNOLOGY 

RIO DE JANEIRO 

(RJ) 
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NORWEGIAN 
INSTITUTIONS IN 
BRAZIL 

 
 

NAME 
YEAR OF 

ESTABLISHMENT 
IN BRAZIL 

WORK IN BRAZIL 
OFFICE 

LOCATION IN 
BRAZIL 

RAINFOREST 
FOUNDATION 

NORWAY 
1989 ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION AMAZON REGION 

CARF 1993 CHILDREN DIADEMA (SP) / 
ITANHAÉM (SP) 

KARANBA 2006 SPORT SÃO GONÇALO 
(RJ) 

DREAM LEARN 
WORK 2006 EDUCATION RIO DE JANEIRO 

(RJ) 

CASAS DA 
NORUEGA 2009 EDUCATION RIO DE JANEIRO 

(RJ) 
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